Cabinet. Mr. Lincoln declined to imitate Harrison. The
next effort was to try to have a meeting at Chicago, but
this Mr. L. also declined. But he did invite Hamlin to meet
him there. On his way Hamlin was intercepted by Weed,
who said the offer of the State Department was due to Mr.
Seward, but S. would decline it. The courtesy, however,
was, he claimed, due to Mr. S. and to New York. H. was
persuaded, and Mr. L. intrusted him with a letter tender-
ing the appointment to Seward.

Shortly after the commencement of the session of Con-
gress in December, 1860, Fogg says Hamlin, when commg
down from the Capitol one afternoon after the adjourn-
ment of the Senate, fell in company with Seward, or was
overtaken by him. They walked down the avenue together,
Seward knowing H. had been to Chicago. On reaching
Hanilin's hotel, he invited S. to go in, and a full conversa-
tion took place, S. declaring he was tired of public life and
that he intended to resign his seat or decline a reelection
and retire, that there was no place in the gift of the Pre-
sident which he would be willing to take. Several times he
repeated that he would not go into the Cabinet of Mr. Lin-
coln. Having heard these refusals in various forms, Ham-
lin then told him he had a letter from Mr. Lincoln, which
he produced. Seward, H. says to Fogg, trembled and was
nervous as he took it. He read the letter, put it in his
pocket, and said, while his whole feelings were repugnant
to a longer continuance in public employment, he yet was
willing to labor for his country. He would, therefore, con-
sult his friends before giving a final answer. The next, or
succeeding, day he left for New York, but before going he
mailed a letter to the President elect accepting the appoint-
ment. Hamlin repeated all the facts to Fogg last week, so
far as he was concerned.

Great efforts were made to secure the Treasury for Cam-
eron. This was a part of the programme of Weed and
Seward. I have always understood that Mr. Lincoln be-
came committed to this scheme in a measure, though it was